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Alcune riflessioni
storiografiche.

Le fonti ottocentesche.

Della Porta come «caso storiografico»

I| dibattito tra la visione di Francesco Fiorentino

e Giulio Alliney






Gli Elementorum
Curvilineorum libri

tres.
Un’ulteriore prospettiva per
riflettere la marginalita d
Della Porta nel panorama di
studi del suo tempo.
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«worked to create new languages
and unigues termsy

Flexlinear Language: Giovan Battista Della
Porta’s Elementorum curvilineorum libri tres, in
«Annali d’Italianistica», 2005, Vol.23, Literature

& Science (2005), pp.90 — A. Saiber.

dictionaries, or in Marshall Clagett’s glossary of Latin mathematical terms used
in the Middle Ages and early Renaissance, the only such resource to date
(Clagett, vol. 4, pt. 2). They do not go so far as to claim that Della Porta is the
inventor of these terms; but until further philological work is done to confirm
that others used them before him (or others have used the terms at all), it is not
precipitous to propose that many of the terms are, in fact, of Della Porta’s
coinage.
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Figure 1: Definitions 16-24 of Della Porta's Elementa, 1610,

Among these unique terms are flexilineus triangulus (flexilinear triangle),
semicurvilinea triangula (semi-curved triangles), tricuspidarum (triangulum
(three-pointed triangles in which all angles are acute), cyclogonus (a cycle-sided
figure), corona (a crown-shaped figure), agonia (a no-angled figure, such as a
circle), metriscus (which should, perhaps, be meniscus, a moon-shaped figure),
monoeides (a half of a lune), keratoeides (a hom or sickle-shaped figure),
pelekoides (a hatchet-shaped figure), and arbilon (perhaps his version of
arbelos, which is a figure in the shape of a cobbler’s knife). He also seems to
invent numerous adjectives out of substantives, such as arcualem, circulosis,
cuspidale, quadrabile, transversales, and includes many terms with the prefixes
sub and semi: sublunula, subtriangulum, subquadrupli, semicyssoide, semiorbis,
semiexagona, semitriangula, etc. (Gavagna and Leone, “Introduction”).

P Ppage . S g ~ . - ) . . -

™. .. LN -



Tra Scienza e Inquisizione (1577-
1578). Il processo a Della Porta

Il «clima Una duplice
La storiografia controriformistico identita (mago
Ottocentesca (Cit. Lopez, scienziato —
P.107) mago indovino)
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Luigi Amabile

UNA FONTE PRIVILEGIATA: IL
SANT'UFFIZIODELL’ INQUISIZIONE
DI LUIGI AMABILE (1892)

Rubbettino Editore
1987
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